
6th Grade - Summer Reading List 

Over the summer, upcoming RCS 6th grade students  are required to read three novels: 

1. Two novels are assigned  by the teacher. All students are expected to read 
these two books in full. 

2. For the third novel, students choose one book from an approved list below 
provided by the teacher. 

Students are responsible for completing the assigned readings before the first day of school. 
Activities and assessments related to the summer reading will take place during the first 
weeks of the school year. 

Required: 
1. Fallout -  Steve Sheinkin 
Secrets, spies, and the Cold War collide in this gripping nonfiction thriller. From hidden 
bunkers to nuclear near-misses, history has never been this intense. 

2. The Vanderbeekers of 141st Street – Karina Yan Glaser  
 Five siblings. One brownstone. Zero time to stop their landlord from kicking them out before 
Christmas. Can the Vanderbeekers save their home with heart and hustle? 

 

Choose ONE of the following:  
1. The Green Ember - S.D. Smith 
A kingdom in peril. Swords raised high. Two brave rabbits fight for hope, loyalty, and a legend 
whispered in the wind: “My place beside you, my blood for yours.” 

2. Father Damien and the Bells – Arthur and Elizabeth Sheehan 
 With laughter, courage, and faith, Fr. Damien brought hope to an island of forgotten souls. 
Ring the bells and meet the priest who became a saint through love. 

3. The Adventures of Robin Hood - Roger Lancelyn Green 
Steal from the rich, give to the poor—and stand up for justice no matter the cost. Robin Hood 
and his band of Merry Men outwit corrupt leaders, defend the weak, and risk everything for 
what’s right. It’s honor, archery, and daring escapes in Sherwood Forest! 
 
4. Midsummer’s Mayhem - Rajani Larocca 
When magic stirs a summer baking contest, Mimi must outwit enchanted chaos, mysterious 
boys, and her own heart to prove she's more than a middle child. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=fallout+by+steve+sheinkin&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.com/Vanderbeekers-141st-Street-Karina-Glaser/dp/1328499219/ref=sr_1_1?crid=OWWM1TR2PUG3&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.XTReiOCkfrm-V-7dMWQu9uxS4oXNSZTyg56c8RSo04qlbsDyCZfrUkO1x7WvxjJljjhb4atOURa_MTypk0mso1I-smV_PcnYCxhDwuKXvKbMN0OJNrirzIlGHUDI7nBmXdbXGXELywYOzh37g37DFnOewpWhVlGlOpin3pWLbuFAHyYxe7CKVHAogE3u_Gh9UBr6OPc1vj6kklmv0S3-m6w2HjZwnY_cF2-InG9MHV42c1fQ2eG3tO4twuNlXL6sOsvaI2wdg_tdPyLXhYYJCGj6EIYmM0R5u4EdppeHAlg.hZP1eVMWMH5KSdhuM2ZNzOBwjp0fOq54JdOb2pylHGc&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Vanderbeekers+of+141st+Street&qid=1745866136&sprefix=the+vanderbeekers+of+141st+street%2Caps%2C200&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bronze-Bow-Elizabeth-George-Speare/dp/0395137195/ref=sr_1_1?crid=RDJQ82YBUUZB&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.wQYulrTzsxxOzfA_PpW2cQH-CUp6iNEXHOk6AxGSwA4--zKYHbadusbmTXwDnRqmO63-M0asRNqY2G1515BC762sb6xgmo16p4uAOX6rv4-l33ttIP4m8tmHLtUFYqM-DLpQiuGj0EExm25hUmUrVt044AnVaKojbsAbIPQAaVkJFqp1_EaJ1LNpnk27QzDLFpH0r9aJg1f8OmfrWVsWyg8cEHdXuMiyp-NQETI0gKvhuMS61uvYY17TyGH_76gLty2NnL8EQJWJRjxQY5Be7tJEHrVvixEzgFDKbMx9qwE.vABTi-ieWm266yjLAA3ZQAf8dJ7AlrKnqxhUVmSFKGw&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Bronze+Bow&qid=1745864710&sprefix=the+bronze+bow+%2Caps%2C114&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0986223514/?bestFormat=true&k=the%20green%20ember&ref_=nb_sb_ss_w_scx-ent-pd-bk-d_de_k2_1_15&crid=190IW5GRMW6O4&sprefix=The%20Green%20Ember
https://www.amazon.com/Father-Damien-Leonard-Everett-Fisher/dp/1586170333/ref=sr_1_1?crid=23Z65F78O5ZZI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gyL6NrpL-1bKVdmljyeM7IyMjQ3PufcZd5MVjOaoDBXiYboUDatnHfHnKenzBAYSLUEUw8Y_XulUOds3_3rH-A.WTiJY95KuBSXBeMQEgcj06RKHJ-LulwQWXUEw1-jr9E&dib_tag=se&keywords=Father+Damien+and+the+Bells&qid=1745866633&sprefix=father+damien+and+the+bells+%2Caps%2C141&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Adventures-Robin-Hood-Puffin-Classics/dp/0141329386/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1VYP0MEWQ821Y&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.-MoiRJyHw2MbJ9-qi0fTtdIXk0iQh5sNKa6hqscdeF5iySdFCLYaTCoSpvpEu42ySSUyZCsTrQzILLyB1qXcIGF2NGd7yGcg8815a7s7CQ_BUii4DTi8jX8Tel_StQZKsqV2cqzWV1RuEzwCeG4nPAXbEcXthjd4J-cS_gHSLssA2Mamxmako8S5txbA2pbRhviwD7v4EdRntafOwj3m4x2uxkeIB21hXH5-FrKQjQE.azRU1fHjshIBy-KTs_1VwCWUOKbCwhxznhKE9FbyyXk&dib_tag=se&keywords=.Robin+Hood+-+Roger+Lancelyn+Green&qid=1745866043&sprefix=robin+hood+-+roger+lancelyn+green%2Caps%2C178&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1499808887/?bestFormat=true&k=midsummer%20mayhem&ref_=nb_sb_ss_w_scx-ent-pd-bk-d_de_k0_1_15&crid=D3A2THIZHGAJ&sprefix=midsummer%20mayha


 
7th Grade - Summer Reading List 
Over the summer, upcoming RCS 7th grade students  are required to read three novels: 

1. Two novels are assigned  by the teacher. All students are expected to read these two 
books in full. 
 

2. For the third novel, students choose one book from an approved list below provided 
by the teacher. 

Students are responsible for completing the assigned readings before the first day of school. 
Activities and assessments related to the summer reading will take place during the first 
weeks of the school year. 

Required:  
1.   The Blackbird Girls – Anne Blankman 
 When disaster strikes the Chernobyl power plant, two girls—one Jewish, one the daughter of 
a Communist—must rely on each other to survive. Can enemies become friends in the ashes 
of fear? 

2. Fault Lines in the Constitution –  Cynthia Levinson & Sanford Levinson 
Fault Lines in the Constitution reveals how decisions made in 1787 still shape today’s political 
chaos. With real-life stories and big questions, this book makes civics exciting and helps you 
see how government really works and where it might need fixing. 

 

Choose ONE of the following:  
1. Funny in Farsi–  Firoozeh Dumas 
A young Iranian girl adjusts to life in America, blending humor and heart in this memoir of 
culture, family, and finding where you belong. 
 
2. Inquisitor’s Tale – Adam Gidwitz  
 Three unlikely friends—a peasant girl with visions, a Muslim boy with healing powers, and a 
young monk-in-training—set out to save sacred texts and maybe even change history. 
 
3. The Destiny of Sunshine Ranch– T. M. Gaouette   
When teen foster kid Benedict arrives at Sunshine Ranch, he’s sure it’s just another stop on a 
long road of disappointment. But this Catholic family—and their quiet trust in God—start to 
change everything. 

4. Call of the Wild –Jack London 
 Buck is a domesticated dog stolen and sold into the brutal life of an Alaskan sled team. As he 
faces the wild frontier, he discovers strength, instinct—and a call to something deeper and 
more primal. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Blackbird-Girls-Anne-Blankman/dp/1984837370/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3O5KEZ6E6HTTI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.6I-l7WzNBVsK58M9xsI12SpBCfyXN3EJI_D5siM97LDixMd9wVxFIRhVI1DixUNOHbiQNY-NHuYa2BxVKVGj1Sl8-X9weMumRpwiy_YMTLz0ge1lC_Uvt4HVRzU345sMrwohx8LF9xLi4MSHU77saalGeuJzD2v2fJkopoElyz0ViEpWXpbhIvYwcqT0zhfo9ZqK8IQd8MiJLbdewFh_pD-7K9rBtnWjrj_3-p8r6Qc.SEv3OJ3Cfsho7vBjA4cIUhxsUGLESn5SqvTTXfeXqZ8&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Blackbird+Girls&qid=1745864617&sprefix=the+blackbird+girls+%2Caps%2C123&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fault-Lines-Constitution-Framers-Fights/dp/1682631060/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1MUBDRJQCALBU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.mV5uS3ZZQOKGi00NKfbzkR-8ckcS61WxwEyvFRTrVLg.c7AT2pFWKaORGhFL8vyGjBRw7_rdPbj9QA8CWyglAq0&dib_tag=se&keywords=Fault+Lines+in+the+Constitution%3A+The+Graphic+Novel+by+Cynthia+Levinson+%26+Sanford+Levinson+%282020%29&qid=1747228753&sprefix=fault+lines+in+the+constitution+the+graphic+novel+by+cynthia+levinson+%26+sanford+levinson+2020+%2Caps%2C85&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Funny-Farsi-Growing-Iranian-America/dp/0812968379/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1D0TQAYBSXDHJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.4x4941eK64mAzSqZNTmSoVKqt9I2HDZGEYvoAt5knCwhRihp14IAD6cOMevkXjWsHhunC8UM6oMxFTTw3Tm3lm2r2wzX8N-AcRW5ek1Z7L6i_hnZOL_yEauozEpMGUxK4hDNRTyn_vJLrwTOCXC_1k5qX3bj1uI2HlaJ-M1y4oxZ8rSqvMSgv2W6qV3J_ngb5pzg1Ks2nFdpkAEVqJ4Ckaz9rmjOGSG_qrJAivXblq8.EyvMpVzeSVzigOm3XRkRYNmUlq6RXM8H-0-Ck19N9OI&dib_tag=se&keywords=funny+in+farsi&qid=1747242428&sprefix=funny+in+farsi%2Caps%2C103&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Inquisitors-Tale-Three-Magical-Children/dp/0525426167/ref=sr_1_1?crid=MJIDZRFP9O1T&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.r226td2Kr6JhsHzCpOSwAazU0BsfX8vzElyR4TixEorJT7nD4f_7XKzueen5LgVXOdquTSfE8TZbowH06oLI3MutFwToLpXP4qS94eXFyi6Rp0ZBReKO90ybMmar1y6Ao-KGaFp7qP90RIvqzO3let47S1YZwQNV_6cQj1ICq6ZFbNr0mFk6JuXwnoNNM94HwRRdmADFrDFy4vSTcKxfJJVLpHVmq7AJEZFEKeByB04.hycIzZmW7jwItuouhYUdXGITzm1pZ5tbswPNPYRfUEk&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Inquisitor%E2%80%99s+Tale&qid=1745866102&sprefix=the+inquisitor+s+tale+%2Caps%2C102&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Destiny-Sunshine-Ranch-T-Gaouette/dp/1470011026/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1EH5RIF3BRI1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.zGm7UJbqkGDpsup4y3Iumw.83xnGspB0Hh3PzZJQnuizqt3PKzutskqS_SgbKyxVt8&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Destiny+of+Sunshine+Ranch+by+T.M.+Gaouette&qid=1747234401&s=books&sprefix=the+destiny+of+sunshine+ranch+by+t.m.+gaouette+%2Cstripbooks%2C52&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Call-Wild-Readers-Library-Classics/dp/1954839146/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=3CI4GA8HUDFIF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.wZP1JEHFvGL5xd_P_KiIXKxYYHc_cCo7-whuvG5TyPwtU-XntEoXQ8WpTqjLvS8tgisvCFdmtsPtY2HBWHvKOypkH5VZwtbC5pfvFffHpvk8fX236htfG8O8cUupIGGPO9Y5evVPHwd3TvKiIdKONTd7IfwzaALTFQAa1kN6wPFN6rrZRBQ77GvcJpTRJ7jtW36IsmW6I6c1hSyKC-5n3fvjc00AWp6EGK9ZfJRkzRw.uCaSl8DDYegQQum2eQ1efXvcWLx_90dZvfZD-1-Fjkc&dib_tag=se&keywords=Call+of+the+Wild&qid=1745866379&sprefix=call+of+the+wild+%2Caps%2C175&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1


 
 
8th Grade - Summer Reading List 
Over the summer, upcoming RCS 8th grade students  are required to read three  novels: 

1. Two novels are assigned  by the teacher. All students are expected to read these two 
books in full. 
 

2. For the third novel, students choose one book from an approved list below provided 
by the teacher. 

Students are responsible for completing the assigned readings before the first day of school. 
Activities and assessments related to the summer reading will take place during the first 
weeks of the school year. 

Required:  

1. Prisoners of Geography - Tim Marshall 
Prisoners of Geography reveals how mountains, rivers, and borders silently shape world 
events. From war zones to trade routes, this eye-opening book shows that geography isn’t 
just about maps—it’s about power, politics, and survival.  

2. The Night Diary– Veera Hiranandani 
In 1947 India, Nisha is caught between two worlds during the violent partition between 
Pakistan and India. In letters to her deceased mother, she searches for identity, home, and 
peace. 

Choose one of the following:  

1. A Man for All Seasons – Robert Bolt 
 What’s worth more—your job, your reputation, or your soul? The gripping true story of St. 
Thomas More, who stood firm in his faith, even when it cost him everything. 

2. They Poured Fire on Us from the Sky– Benson Deng, Alephonsion Deng, and Benjamin Ajak 
Told in their own words, three boys from Sudan flee war, walk hundreds of miles, and cling to 
hope in refugee camps. This is a  true story of courage, brotherhood, and the will to live. 

3 . The Elephant in the Room – Holly Goldberg Sloan 
With her mom stuck in Turkey, Sila feels lost—until a rescued elephant, a reclusive 
millionaire, and an unexpected friend teach her about connection, courage, and the beauty 
of second chances. 
 
4. Pride and Prejudice - Jane Austen  
When fiercely independent Elizabeth Bennet meets the arrogant Mr. Darcy, sparks fly—but 
not the good kind. In a world obsessed with status and marriage, can love overcome pride 
and prejudice? 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Prisoners-Geography-Explain-Everything-Politics/dp/1501121472/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.diTwG0YtO5M9RDOf-5PckSIw5dCJabyBkjxr1wLU5Z00YmLVwSNYwFdH3KdYiUhok903IUNnUJWJEWqQ4Io8KsQi7vIFSbG6J9ND7LBtVbDhqkSa32--6R1FZ6fxwUFCVEVFsqd6ZFahzSqRQnrnWSR5TL7iNhWhEvj_Fq6QX_Ud7Z7Sh61BONoveeRav7kCQk9RDPDwaWSlcNE6KFt6_PS4hF9_rbxU_m6xHX3ABG4.t0F79hpahRrxCvy-ydxDcSysFzoPTBJnhSu7ti2B_LA&qid=1747232573&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Night-Diary-Veera-Hiranandani/dp/0735228523/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2FF2KK2J8NRMT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.kW91RgDnepSk1bxloX2JRimT4eNaptjA3B5lioCsTZO3gGtMPQizkv4OkaZydGmw1tqZrL7orFbl1jbLRGHeFzzLqLfyQwEYeBYBkQMH840MzUky-A274cXRKK3X6wtZZiWZJd5VrHsjL362cvj_Rqd_FDiyp_975o58k3dEHBPgmDMRYgCt-whbwnNGotWyTUJs9ZTBc_t_6PGXxhBHyl991m6lBRPwLeIIte-oS9_5L6E6mWqPo_uVqvqu0EWUYhI_lE-6-to09K-yhAooUHndWJRAROLtdpkyw81ZcyM.VfrPuyvslYgMdpb4A3zow0v0mh2Auaj1mifUDfpIXh4&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Night+Diary&qid=1745866466&sprefix=the+night+diary%2Caps%2C174&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Man-All-Seasons-Play-Acts/dp/0679728228/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1W9P6T6C02QEA&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.onybIl-RJb7sI81HnUDSN4PsukYh88Fq_j1d5ud2UyO-Xkoq_x2Enuxfxf9gPuAmz7o3yP4BDW7djRJZxEP1pqBEY44iWXrVmL3vw1jgPcwrHl9nhrbtCAn9ISXSDdE-xCm_VN5p44maqojV-R5xQKT6To_Nbt7e43Gkx5BIHIZzwVw734r1LcSnKsieZddnnUj5lEicNsFmcg-ne7bgHf6dBjdFM6VaN98FghCwqJ4.fgBt5k8kvyyMuXbey9zZ-9p7rSwlKsThDPFTf0Jhi8w&dib_tag=se&keywords=A+Man+for+All+Seasons+%E2%80%93+Robert+Bolt&qid=1745866486&sprefix=a+man+for+all+seasons+robert+bolt%2Caps%2C156&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1586482696/?bestFormat=true&k=they%20poured%20fire%20on%20us&ref_=nb_sb_ss_w_scx-ent-pd-bk-d_de_k0_1_16&crid=68RROWJ2H9SV&sprefix=They%20poured%20fire
https://www.amazon.com/Elephant-Room-Holly-Goldberg-Sloan/dp/0735229953/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1IITMF1IV5VUD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.YhygifKwz5PBhV9Es5xZRdF6JvHLOSKIXCF_6AM6rH3WgoaMJpfpIVMTxyVP_5ry9TwAkOq-oJ_wtJjwLyxcvsLSJT7oW6ixLPMLr-1J_3ndlfUg133T1Pno-kWWxU7Z7pusHlZTbd3dIPmBaHwyDXdpQX7XbGxi5RNRtnCcifR20OB6AXG3aVHOPQUfXOgi5N56qbga5PRdFoBdxDzlvUHBU4dItZVlUwjxb6dGurE.5X29TOMdZU0Ps8Jw5osdP3kTRBLnfV9p1184U7MWaJs&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+elephant+in+the+room&qid=1747313395&sprefix=the+elephant+in+the+room%2Caps%2C102&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Pride-Prejudice-Jane-Austen/dp/0141439513/ref=sr_1_5?crid=113QIJ6XBL1GU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.NbgJ0Mtf0sRt5pV_URcUqOI8ghzTaObAuqqMhu-SqDd7AeaH5ZVjOOP8NPisNaKWZbhAmENihgDtV1SFTQodVW6sUxszljVEswR21lBsc_XAqfhPnUh-4aSulOq2opm1RsI3frfwv1GnX64ggq13k72Bz0uTVG9gyIVSCoS9A-cIIL3oHN3ei5VmODiCCawDutSnciwzNTRqFgFPpPWtqLqDUToA2gtAlcCIiQF0ho5yJV5z9-2ZxPPMO-UJUWOgWecdRVYg8A7KmMnysXwFgb232GIkz0cVQWUY-hSPhuQ.stuo9yS8MzhCKhnMCHSjrMmnLCzcOPpHz8ACW5brlxs&dib_tag=se&keywords=pride+and+prejudice+book&qid=1747246590&sprefix=pride+and+%2Caps%2C122&sr=8-5
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